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Minister and volunteers rescue
needy with food and comfort

By ED SILVERSTEIN
Cormespondent

BRIDGEPORT — The needy and
downirodden lined up a1 Washinglon Park
o Thanksgiving Day because they knew a
hot meal and & warm friend would he
there.

The Eev. Jim Watson, 41, founder of
the Bndgeport Rescue Mission, along with
several volumeers, fed a waditional dinner
fromn their van 10 well over 100 peopls
rangng in aze from toddlers (o sentor cti-
LTS

What's dilferent about Walson®s infers
denomimational food program 1z that 1
brings meals and blankets to places where it
iz easy for the needy to get them.,

“If it weren't for people like this coming
aut 10 kelpous, T don't know what wed dao,™
said Linda Moore, who picked up a turkey
dinner and blanket. “Thank them and
thank G,

“These rmssions are doing a lot more
for peaple than all of the government agen-

imbution of meals and blankels on eity
strects: at 6 pon. Mondays an McLevy Park
downtown; 81 6 pom. Thursdays at Wash-
inghon Park: and again at ‘-"ec.sh ngion Park
&l noon Saturdavs. Since iniBating the pro-
gram, 2n averzge of betesen 150 fo
people are served simple but notnitious
meals each week

Many who come for focd also ask for
odher types of help. Watson says he has got-

ten sorne people inte drog treaiment pro- 8

frams.

Stll others are helped by the mission’s
own Chrstian-based shelier on Harnet
Streed, which was opened by Watson in
May.

Watson and his wife, Tammy, and
three children came to Brideeport in 1943
after he spent several years as the excoutive
director of & rescue mission in West Virgin-

il Down South, he had a full-ume staff of

29 people, a 100-bed shelter and a soup kit-
chen that served 300 meals each day.

He wanted 1o come to a city and stari 3 F2me to B"dg‘:-‘l:“’"f’”‘“ West Virginia with his wife and three

mission from scratch. He chase Bridgepon

ohnecticu
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The Rev. Jim Watson, meeting with visitors ta his mission,
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children because he saw the tremendous needs in the city. The
mission serves between 150 and 200 meals a weel.




